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Cape George Emergency Preparedness Committee 

July 2023 Annual Report 

 

The past year has been quiet for our teams as we are still coming out of our Covid 

slumber. In the meantime, there are many new Cape George members that have moved 

in who may not know much about this committee, so we are keen to reach out soon 

with a presentation and some EP information for our community. 

There were no activations of our teams over the last year for any emergencies.  As 

we’ve said in the past, we are one of those committees that hopes to never really need 

to activate, but we are ready in any case. 

We did have the opportunity to all meet together as a team this last year.  This meeting 

was to reaffirm our volunteers willingness to continue moving forward with training and 

education for the Cape George Community.  We were also able to connect with several 

new interested members and are happily pulling those folks into our fold. 

There were also three outreach events hosted by our committee this past year.  These 

were an informational presentation by the East Jefferson Fire Chief about the February 

ballot measures, a St. Patrick’s day dinner with Emergency Preparedness information 

table, and a much anticipated (and repeatable in the near future) First Aid refresher 

course also generously provided by East Jefferson Fire Rescue personnel. 

There are of course regular radio (HAM) checks that several of our team members 

participate in weekly to keep our communications chops in good form and ready for any 

outage or disaster. 

Below is a layout of our Emergency Preparedness team structures and purposes for 

those of you who may not be familiar and just want to know about, or even may want to 

volunteer to train and participate with us. 
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The EP Committee meets annually typically to advise the Board of any current or future 

needs the committee and teams may need as far as supplies or training.  Members are 

encouraged to engage in or to have engaged in EP trainings and classes around our 

County or to bring expertise from past job experiences etc. 

The Incident Management Team is comprised primarily of individuals that are practiced 

Amateur Radio operators (HAM) and excellent communicators.  Their tasks following a 

disaster will be to coordinate with our Cape George leaders (Manager, board members, 

Neighborhood Responders) and the county Department of Emergency Management to 

assure we are operating and responding with the best information possible and that the 

County and State are fully aware of our unmet needs and or resources we may be able 

share. 

The Disaster First Aid Committee is comprised primarily of active or retired healthcare 

professionals.  Their tasks following a disaster are to assess and triage (if possible) any 

injuries or healthcare needs and coordinate with the IMT to relay those needs.  These 

folks are volunteers and are only asked to engage as they feel safe to do so and are 

willing and able to provide assistance in the circumstance. 

The Priority Assistance sub-committee is also comprised of active or retired healthcare 

professionals who work with the Cape George office to maintain a private list of self-

identified individuals who know they will need assistance immediately following a 

disaster.  These are typically individuals who may be on oxygen or have mobility issues 

but can also include adolescents who may be home alone. Anyone in this category is 

encouraged to self-identify to their NR or a committee chair. The information is kept 

private. 

EP Committee 

(IMT) Incident 

Management Team 
(NR) Neighborhood 

Responders 
(DFAC) Disaster First 

Aid Committee 

Priority Assistance 

sub-committee 

Pet Preparedness 

 

9 Annual Membership Meeting July 15, 2023



Neighborhood Responders are volunteers that have taken on the task of assessing their 

immediate neighborhood (block or specific area) following a disaster.  They do this task 

as volunteers and are only asked to provide assistance where they feel safe to do so and 

to otherwise radio their assessments to the IMT for further triage and potential relay to 

County Department of Emergency Management or State agencies.  There are over 30 

NR’s throughout 15 distinct areas of the entire Cape George community. 

Of course, we cannot forget to think about our other companions and family members, 

namely those of the furry or feathered variety. The Pet Preparedness team is comprised 

of members who are very savvy about pets and are animal lovers. They are particularly 

interested in making sure your household disaster plans fully include your pets! 

Our daily priority as a comprehensive team is simply to educate and reach out to our 

neighbors and to engage them in dialogue about disaster and emergency preparedness 

tasks and ideas. We utilize a lot of resources and documentation provided through our 

Jefferson County Department of Emergency Management and the comprehensive 

libraries of preparedness information they have online Jefferson Co Preparedness-

Planning (https://www.co.jefferson.wa.us/1067/Preparedness-Planning) as well as 

government sources such as https://www.ready.gov/ 

Think about your own household preparedness for disasters (forest fires, road closures, 

earthquakes, floods). Reach out to our team for information or start at the Jefferson 

County link above. Sign up for NIXLE text and email alerts about closures and impacted 

areas in our County by following the “Alerts” link also on the County website above. 

Sincerely, your Cape George Emergency Preparedness Chairs –  

Thad Bickling and Cassie Reeves 
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Workshop Committee Annual Report
July 2023

Major accomplishments of the Workshop Committee since June 2022:
- Held Salmon BBQ as a standalone event.
- Assisted with Marina rummage sale.
- Made a replacement bench for the fitness room.
- Repaired vandalized gazebo in Memorial Park
- Repaired a table in the clubhouse.
- Used Workshop Committee funds to upgrade the planer, purchase additional hand and power tools, 
replace broken pressure washer.
- Held an introductory woodworking class for Cape George members.

Plans for the next year include:
- Holding the Salmon BBQ.
- Helping with the Marina rummage sale.
- Hold member training classes as public health conditions allow.
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